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2 Corinthians 1: 1-7 

1 Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and Timothy our brother, 

To the church of God in Corinth, together with all his holy people throughout Achaia: 

2 Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Praise to the God of All Comfort 

3 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compassion and the 
God of all comfort, 4 who comforts us in all our troubles, so that we can comfort those in 
any trouble with the comfort we ourselves receive from God. 5 For just as we share 
abundantly in the sufferings of Christ, so also our comfort abounds through Christ. 6 If we 
are distressed, it is for your comfort and salvation; if we are comforted, it is for your 
comfort, which produces in you patient endurance of the same sufferings we suffer. 7 And 
our hope for you is firm, because we know that just as you share in our sufferings, so also 
you share in our comfort. 

QUESTIONS 

1. In verses 3 through 7, what thoughts about comforts and troubles come to you? 

2. Doug stated in his sermon that troubles, (suffering), comes from three sources;  
 1.     from humans, (self and others), 2.     from natural causes, 3.     from   
 intentional or unintentional decisions we make about our identity, purpose   
 in life, and happiness along the stages of life’s way.  These identity    
 decisions define happiness and life purpose for us, and those definitions, in  
 turn, determine whether we believe ourselves to be happy or unhappy,   
 purposeful or unpurposeful, worthwhile or unworthwhile, etc.  Do you   
 agree? Give examples of each kind of suffering. 

3. Assuming you agree and have shared examples with your group, can you give a  
 personal example of a time you have experienced trouble or suffering? Which of  
 the three types of suffering of suffering, or combinations of them, would you say  
 your example is? 

4. How does Romans 8: 18-27 relate to the idea that God’s love for us causes Him to  
 seek to help us get through the pain to a place of peace and love? 

5. What does 2 Corinthians 1: 3-7 say about the relationships christians are to seek  
 with each other?


